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Professionals who qual i fy for  the Cer t i f icate are required to pay the appl icat ion 

fee of Tw en ty-Fi ve Thousan d  Guyan a Dol l ar s (G$25,000.00), and Ten  

Thousan d  Guyan a Dol l ar s (G$10,000.00), thereafter , subject to a cur rent cour t 

order.  Addi t ional ly, i t  should be noted that Pr epar er  of  Retu r n s are required to 

pay an annual  fee of Tw en ty Thousan d  Guyan a Dol l ar s (G$20,000.00). 

What Is it?
Professional  persons pract icing for  a r eward in  any year  are required by law to 

be the holder  of a Pract ice Cer t i f icate.

"Professional" is defined as a person who is a m em ber  of a professional  body and 

holds the designated  qual i f icat ion of that body.

The Fir st Schedule of the Tax Act, Chapter  80:01 provides that Accoun tan ts, 

Aud i tor s, Legal  Pr act i t i on er s, M ed i cal  Pr act i t i on er s, Ar ch i tects, Den t i sts, 

Optom etr i sts, En gi n eer s, Veter i n ar y Su r geon s, Physi other ap i sts, 

Phar m aci sts, Su r veyor s an d  Pr epar er  of  Retu r n s who are engaged in  pr ivate 

pract ice for  r eward m ust have a Tax Pract ice Cer t i f icate.

Who is exempt from obtaining a certificate?
1)  Professional  who are em ployed by the State and are in  no way engage in  

pr ivate pract ice for  r eward. H owever , professionals who are em ployed by the 

State or  other  business organisat ions and who pract ice pr ivately for  r eward are 

required to apply for  a Pract ice Cer t i f icate.

2) Professionals who pract ice their  profession in  the course of them  being  

em ployed in  the service of another  whose under tak ing or  business does not 

com pr ise the render ing of service of the nature of such pract ice. hence, a 

m edical  doctor  solely em ployed by a m in ing com pany, is exem pt fr om  applying 

for  a Tax Pract ice Cer t i f icate.

A professional  is r equired to display the Pract ice Cer t i f icate in  a conspicuous 

m anner  at h is/ her  place of pract ice, so i t  can be seen be persons using the 

services, since, fai l u r e to do so  i s an  of fen ce.

Cost?

VALIDITY
The Cer t i f icate is val id for  one (1) year , com m encing  January 1st  and  ending Decem ber  

31st  , in  the year  the Cer t i f icate was issued. Fur therm ore, the Com m issioner - General  

m ay revoke a Cer t i f icate i f  the person to whom  i t  is issued has becom e disqual i f ied.

requirements
The appl icant m ust com ply with the requirem ent to f i le Tax Returns in  accordance with 

Sect ion 60 of the Incom e Tax Act, Chapter  81:01, and pay al l  taxes due on th is Returns.

Addit ional ly, the appl icant wi l l  also be required to pay quar ter l y  advan ce taxes.

An in i t ial  wr i t ten request has to be m ade to the Com m issioner - General  of the Guyana 

Revenue Author i ty, for  f i r st  t im e appl icants, in  which the appl icant wi l l  state h is/ her  

professional  qual i f icat ions (and subm it copies of sam e) and out l ine  h is/ .her  exper ience 

in  the par t icular  f ield.

The appl icant wi l l  also need to com plete an appl icat ion form  and attach a copy of som e 

form  of ident i f icat ion (N ational I dentification Car d or  Passpor t) . The docum ents 

m ust be subm itted to the Tax Operat ions and Services Division.

Fur therm ore, an individual  whose occupation entai ls the prepar ing of Returns for  tax 

claim s or  com pensation, or  who has one or  m ore persons to car r y out th is task , wi l l  be 

required to obtain  a Pract ice Cer t i f icate for  th is purpose.  To obtain  th is Cer t i f icate the 

appl icant m ust pass a com petency test which is r equired and adm in istered by the 

Revenue Author i ty, in  m atter s of knowledge, eth ics and other  areas considered 

essential  by the Com m issioner -General ; or  persons, who in  the opin ion of the 

Com m issioner - General  sign i f ied to such persons in  wr i t ing, per form  funct ions at a 

professional  character , norm al ly car r ied out by persons ent i t led to use such a 

designation.

The annual  fee for  the Pract ice Cer t i f icate is due and payable  on  Jan uar y 1 of  each year  

an d  i s r equ i r ed  to be pai d  on  or  befor e Febr uar y 28 each year . As such,  Professionals 

have unt i l  February 28, each year  to pay their  Annual  Fee. 
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